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DC. As a result, I missed votes on September 
11, 2008. I ask that the RECORD reflect that 
had I been able to, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 585 approving the Journal; 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 586 commemorating 
the anniversary of the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks; ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 587 
restoring the Highway Trust Fund balance; 
and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 588 motion to 
adjourn. 
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HONORING NEBRASKA’S WORLD 
WAR II VETERANS 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of the men and women 
who served our country during World War II, 
and the national non-profit organization dedi-
cated to helping World War II veterans visit 
the World War II Memorial here in Washington 
D.C. 

I have had the honor of meeting with these 
veterans—in Nebraska and at the memorial 
built to thank them for their strength, bravery, 
and sacrifices. 

It has been over 60 years since World War 
II ended with the surrender of the Japanese, 
bringing to the close a war in which 16 million 
American men and women served. 

Less than five million are still with us. 
This week, nearly 250 Nebraska World War 

II vets visited D.C. They came from Omaha, 
Scottsbluff, and towns in between. They came 
from small towns like Thedford and Nebras-
ka’s capital city, Lincoln. 

I know their visit to Washington was a trip 
of a lifetime for each and every one of them, 
and I know I speak for all of us when I thank 
them for their service to our country. 

I also want to thank the Heartland Honor 
Flight for their efforts to make this trip a re-
ality. During the past four years, honor flights 
have transported more than 5,000 veterans to 
our nation’s capital. 

I’m proud to live in a country which honors 
our heroes. 
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2008 POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 2008 National Observance of 
POW/MIA Recognition Day. 

In each conflict since the Revolution, brave 
Americans have found themselves prisoners 
of the enemy. Far from home and country, cut 
off from news of loved ones for months or 
even years, sometimes subjected to physical 
and mental abuse, these Americans held out 
the hope that they would one day see home 
again. Through the horrors of Andersonville 
and the Bataan Death March, American pris-
oners of war have endured the cruelest of hu-
manity. Some did not survive to have their 
much awaited reunion with loved ones. All 
have earned our Nation’s abiding respect and 
admiration for the sacrifices they made for our 
Nation. 

It is my privilege to join this day with my col-
leagues in honoring the 2008 National Observ-
ance of POW/MIA Recognition Day. Let us 
never forget these great Americans and all 
that they have done for us. 
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HONORING CONNOR BLOSS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Connor Bloss of Blue 
Springs, Missouri. Connor is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1332, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Connor has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Connor has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Connor Bloss for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE SPACE 
COMMERCE ACT OF 2008 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce the ‘‘Space Commerce 
Act of 2008.’’ This legislation would modify the 
Technology Administration Act of 1998 and 
provide for the establishment of an Office of 
Space Commerce in the Department of Com-
merce. As chairman of the Space and Aero-
nautics Subcommittee with jurisdiction over 
commercial space activities, I am introducing 
this bill as a courtesy to the Department, 
which requested it. 

While I think the legislation that I am intro-
ducing today requires review and potentially 
modification before it is ready to come back to 
this floor for further consideration, I believe 
that introducing the Department’s proposed 
legislation will help us move forward in seek-
ing the best ways to encourage the vitality of 
this growing industry. This bill will help stimu-
late discussion on what is the best approach 
to enhancing the development and competitive 
posture of America’s commercial space sector. 
That discussion will help Congress craft the 
best path forward in addressing this important 
topic. 

I feel quite passionate about the important 
role that the commercial space sector plays— 
and will continue to play in the coming years— 
in ensuring the sustained vitality of the U.S. 
economy and its competitiveness in world 
markets. My home State of Colorado is home 
to some of the Nation’s leading commercial 
space companies and is serving as an incu-
bator for more every year. I am proud of that 
fact, and I am proud of the companies that are 

contributing so much to the nation’s strength 
in civil, commercial, and military aerospace. 

As chairman of the Space and Aeronautics 
Subcommittee, I have seen firsthand the grow-
ing impact that the commercial space sector is 
having, both in enhancing the Nation’s eco-
nomic strength and improving the quality of life 
of all our citizens. Whether it is advancing 
U.S. geospatial applications, maximizing the 
benefits to be gained from U.S. space-based 
positioning, navigation, and timing capabilities, 
or numerous other endeavors, America’s 
space commerce sector is leading the way, 
and I want to do all I can to see that that con-
tinues to be the case. 

That is why I believe it is important to fully 
examine how the Federal Government can 
best provide additional useful tools to help ex-
pand and develop the space commerce sec-
tor. We in Congress should do all we can to 
address space commerce policy issues and 
help encourage the growth of the U.S. com-
mercial space sector. I look forward to hearing 
from all interested stakeholders as we move 
forward to fully examine this proposal. 
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF THE DEDICATED VOLUN-
TEERS OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF 
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 2,000 committed and dedicated 
volunteers who advise, educate and inspire 
over 4,000 Boy Scouts in Western North Caro-
lina. 

The Boy Scouts of America was incor-
porated on February 8, 1910, chartered by 
Congress in 1916, and organized in Western 
North Carolina as the Daniel Boone Council 
since 1920. The Boy Scouts of America 
strives to develop good traits of character in 
young people and to instill in them values of 
good citizenship. The Boy Scouts program is 
available to all youth regardless of race, reli-
gion, or socioeconomic level. 

The Daniel Boone Council of Western North 
Carolina serves 4,088 youth in 14 counties 
through 173 Cub Scout Packs, Boy Scout 
Troops, Venturing Crews, Sea Scout Ships, 
and Explorer Posts. 

The youth are supported by 2,000 dedicated 
volunteer leaders who recruit, raise funds, 
serve on the executive board and committees, 
and educate and inspire the youth of the pro-
gram. The Scouting volunteers report that their 
involvement with the Boy Scouts has raised 
their environmental awareness, aided them in 
ethical and moral decision-making, and helped 
them become better parents and citizens. The 
benefits to the volunteers, however, are slight 
in comparison to the life altering experiences 
that their work provides to the Scouts. 

The Boy Scouts of America has designated 
2008 as the ‘‘Year of the Volunteer’’ to honor 
the volunteers who serve across the Nation. In 
Western North Carolina, the Daniel Boone 
Council has set apart September 13 as their 
special day to honor their volunteers through 
a Volunteer Recognition Banquet. It is my 
hope, however, that we continue to honor the 
tremendous contributions of the Daniel Boone 
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